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Fire Prevention

 A fire can grow deadly within 1 - 2 minutes. 
 Inspect your home and eliminate potential hazards. 
 Keep matches, lighters, and gasoline locked away. 
 Remove excess clutter or debris that may be a fire 

hazard or escape hazard.
 Keep flammable items such as clothing, furniture, 

newspapers or magazines at least three feet away 
from the fireplace, heater or radiator. 



Smoke Alarms
 Put a smoke alarm on every level of your home, 

outside each sleeping area, and in every 
bedroom.



If your smoke alarm sounds…
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 Get out immediately
Do not stop to pick anything up
Call 9-1-1 from an outside location

GET OUT AND 
STAY OUT!



Home Escape Plan

Your family should have an escape plan and practice it.



 You should know two ways out of every room

 If your main exit is blocked by fire, use your 
second exit
• It could be a window



 Check doors for heat before opening them
• Use the back of your hand and feel the door 

and the door knob
If it is warm - do not open it!



 If there is smoke, crawl on your hands and 
knees until you are outside
• Smoke and heat rises
Stay low where the air is cooler



• Smoke can move very fast 
through your house 

• Closing doors shuts off the air 
supply and helps to slow the 
smoke

• Gives you more time to escape

Close doors as you leave your house



 Once outside, go to your meeting place so your 
family can find you and can tell the fire fighters 
that everyone is out okay
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 Once outside, call 9-1-1 from a cell phone or 
from a neighbor’s house; after your family has 
met at your meeting place.
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 Once you are outside, DO NOT go back inside 
for anything

• not your favorite pet

 They can be replaced - you cannot!

• not your favorite toy



GET OUT AND STAY OUT!
• Never hide under a bed or in a closet
• Never stop to pick something up
• Never go back inside for anything



 What would you do if you could not get out your 
planned exits?
 What if smoke or fire blocked your main exit?

What If…



 The fire is on the first and second floor of your 
house.  Your bedroom is on the other side of the 
house on the second floor.
 You cannot go out your bedroom door because 

of smoke and heat, and the window is too high to 
safely go out.
 What do you do?

Your 
bedroom



If smoke is coming into the room under the door:
 Stuff clothing, towels, or sheets under the door 
 Cover air vents
 If you have a phone in your room, call 9-1-1 and report 

your location
 If you cannot call 9-1-1

• go to the window and signal the fire 
fighters with clothing or a flashlight
It’s a good idea to keep a flashlight 

in your room for emergencies



 Do NOT Panic 
 Do not break the window!

• If you can, open your window a little bit at the top 
and the bottom to let fresh air in

• If smoke comes in, close the window immediately
Stay low under the smoke until help arrives



Severe Weather Safety Tips

 Weather changes from day to day and from 
month to month. We have different seasons and 
each have their own issues. Severe weather can 
be dangerous, so it's important to know what to 
do when we are home alone in all kinds of 
conditions.



Safety in Thunderstorms 
 Thunderstorms can arrive slowly or “pop-up” 

suddenly
 Can contain heavy rain, thunder, lightning, high 

winds, and/or hail 
 If you are home alone, before going outdoors, 

check the weather forecast. 
 If you are caught in a thunderstorm, make sure 

to stay in a low place until the weather settles. 
NEVER hide under a tree or other high landmark 
as it is not safe. 



What is Lightning?

 Lightning is a big charge of electricity that can 
reach from clouds to the ground or to other 
clouds. 
 It can start fires and it is strong enough to hurt 

or kill people. 
 Lightning also helps nature by putting nitrogen 

in the ground for plants to use. 



Where Can Lightning 
Strike?

Lightning can strike almost anywhere. Many people are 
struck before and after the rain falls.

Lightning can strike as far as 10 miles away from a storm. 
In fact, scientists are now pretty sure that it can strike 15 or 
more miles away from a cloud. 

So, if there is blue sky above you and it is not raining, you 
still might not be safe if you can see or hear a storm in the 
distance. Lightning can strike anywhere in a big circle 
around the where the rain is falling. 



The Best Protection?

 Stay indoors during a thunderstorm.

 If you cannot reach a building, a car offers excellent protection.

▪ Stay away from good conductors like wire fences or metal 
pipes, and keep out of water. If you are in an open boat, crouch in 
the middle of the boat.



Ice and Snow Conditions

 Wear layers including hats and gloves in cold 
weather.  Cover all exposed skin.  
 Be extra careful when walking across slippery 

sidewalks – ice can cause dangerous falls and 
injuries.  
 Stay away from streets, especially if there is 

heavy traffic or snowplows.
 Never lick or stick your tongue to a metal pole.



Tornado Safety

• A tornado watch is issued when tornadoes 
are possible, and a tornado warning is 
made when a tornado has been sighted. 

• If a tornado warning is issued, go to the 
basement or the lowest level of the 
building. A bathroom or other room without 
windows is a second option. Bring a 
portable radio with you or turn the TV up 
loud to stay tuned about the weather.



Questions


